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| can’t believe how fast the last six months have
flown by! | haven’t had a chance to write a
‘monthly’ newsletter since January!! So much
has been happening - you can read all about it
here - but there are also lots of exciting things
to come over the next academic year.

If you’ve recently joined HSD or are having a
trial lesson - welcome! We’re so happy to have
you as part of our school community. Email
Katey about any questions, or you can ask the
teachers or other parents - everyone is happy

to help! The new timetable and other info is
available on the website in the parents area -
the password is HSD5678.
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Our Junior Group have performed at several
dance festivals over the last few months. Here
they are with Miss Katie who choreographed two
fabulous routines for them. It’s been a pleasure
to see them grow in confidence and how their

performance qualities improved each time they
stepped on to the stage. We also had several
solo dancers achieve fantastic results at
festivals this year - congratulations to them all!
Some of our dancers also represented HSD at
. Holbrook’s Summer Fair in July - a huge thank
K you to all of them and for parents for supporting

[}
. as always!

# LEAVEES CELEBRATON

We held our leavers’ celebration in July for all
of our ‘graduating’ dancers. Each one
performed a solo in a dance genre of their
choice in front of family and friends, and it's a
fitting way to celebrate the end of their
dancing journey with us. Most of them are now
off to university or taking a gap year, but they
will always remain part of HSD and take
everything that dance has given them into
their future adventures. We all wish them the
very best that life can bring!
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Term dates:
Monday 8" September - Saturday 13" December
Half term:
Monday 27" October- Saturday 1*t November

. Parents meetings Saturday 18" Octob-er (tbc)
Masters of Dance 12" October (more info to
follow)

. Dressing up week 20th-25th Octolzter -

. English Youth Ballet 31°t October/1* Novem 3%

. Christmas Showcase 13" December 4.30-6.

(exact timings tbc)

MokE SUccEss

A few of our dancers auditioned for English
Youth Ballet this year and six of them were
successful!

The company put on wonderful classical ballet
productions, and audition children from local
schools to take part alongside professional

ballet dancers. This year’s production is probably
the most famous ballet of all - Swan Lakel! |t

takes place at the Hawth on the 31 October and
1 November. | will be organising group tickets
shortly if any students would like to come along.
Huge congratulations to everyone who
auditioned - regardless of whether they were
successful. It takes real courage to try.
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Back in May Ana auditioned for the Royal Silllest
School’s Junior Associate pro.gram_me, an
been offered a place on th(_a|r online ct:]oursoeSt
starting in September! RBS is one of tldesn(; ;
prestigious ballet schools in the wor| :
fantastic achievement for An.a. _
You may have also seen I—!SD alumnudTayflolllf ::?me
AAH magazine recently, having secured a uain i
place at the Royal Ballet Upper School - ag
incredible achievement. _
In other alumni news Abbig Judd is_ent|er|n-g Ezrr
final year at Urdang, Amelia Edson Is a s((j) ||_ri1am
final year at EImhurst Ballt?t School an |
Watts will begin his training at Emile Dale

., e D

Contemporary continues to be one of the most
popular genres of dance we offer. It's the basis
of GCSE/BTEC dance qualifications and students
really enjoy the creative style of movement,
along with the wide range of music used. Miss
Georgia will be taking a Junior class on
Saturdays at 2.00pm as an introduction to
contemporary dance, open to children from age
7-1. Please get in touch if you'd like to try it out.
We also have some spaces in:

Funky Feet - introduction to Modern/Jazz/Tap
from ages 3+, Saturdays 9.00-9.30am
Gold Jazz - for ages approx 11+, Tuesdays 5.30-
6.30pm at Bohunt School
Nursery to Primary Ballet - ages approx 3-6yrs
on Thursdays or Saturdays
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EYAMS EXAMS EXANS!

We had exam sessions for Tap, Jazz,. Mod(;rln
and Ballet in March and \July,-meamr:gAwd
over 200 exams were taken in total_|.-D r;md
every single one was pas-se_d! The IS
RAD are both prestigious dancte y
organisations, and their (_exams are rlgor? ;
so it's a fantastic achievement for ou
students. 3 f
| know the children will be justifiably prouccj)ri
themselves, and pleasedf’]cchi’f tl;(; tra:\’jvrjr;ving
in really paid off. It's :
::f}c/h?rj: to haveyconcrete evidencedo:h?netlr
progress. Well done everyone - a;\ =l
you so much to parents who he.lpe o:hose
days - we couldn’t manage without
extra pairs of hands!

LAST WoR)

As teachers one of things we’re always trying
to encourage in our students is g sense of
‘performance’. For a few this comes naturally
but for many it’s the hardest part of dancing.
One thing that can help, is making sure they
have the opportunity to watch dance as often
as possible. It's amazing to be at a theatre
watching it live, but there are also many dance

performances at the cinema and on TV:
CBeebies have done a series of ballets
which are brilliant for younger children.

 The Royal Ballet are screening three
ballets at local cinemas before Christmas

* ‘Let’s all Dance’ are at the Hawth with
child friendly ballets, and an opportunity
to meet the dancers on stage.
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